Church energy audit scheme
• Does your church struggle to keep the heat in
your building during the chilly winter months?
• Would you like the building to be warmer, more
welcoming AND cost less money to run?
The Diocese of Oxford and the Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment
(TOE2) have developed a grant scheme to provide churches with
expert energy efficiency advice tailored to their building, aiming to
help PCCs to save money and run buildings more sustainably.
The scheme is restricted to 24 churches in Oxfordshire, and
churches are invited to apply for the first round of the grant scheme
by the end of October 2013.

Further information
The scheme is adminstered by TOE2 and the application form can
be downloaded at: www.trustforoxfordshire.org.uk or is available
on request by emailing: toe@oxonrcc.org.uk.
For further information contact Fiona Danks at TOE2 on 01865
883488 (Wed and Thurs only).

This scheme is such good
news! Increasing energy
efficiency in church
buildings can seem a
daunting project. We need
to juggle the different
comfort levels for a variety
of users with the historic
nature of our buildings,
whilst keeping costs
down.
“Now, thanks to this joint
scheme, we can offer
churches in Oxfordshire
access to expert advice,
tailored to their buildings
and use, which will make
them more comfortable
and energy efficient, and
reduce not just the carbon
footprints of our church
buildings, but also energy
bills.”
Bishop of Dorchester, the
Rt Revd Colin Fletcher

How it works
The scheme will provide a grant towards the cost of an energy audit that will be carried out by qualified staff
from Sustain (www.sustain.co.uk), who will make a site visit and then write a report with detailed
recommendations of ways to improve energy efficiency and reduce costs.
Sustain is a carbon reduction company which advises on practical ways to reduce energy and carbon
emissions. They have extensive experience of carrying out energy audits on a wide range of buildings and
have particular experience of working with listed buildings and historic places of worship. Sustain will work
with the DAC to ensure recommendations are in line with current guidelines.
The total cost of each audit is £660. The available grant is £540 - and so the church is asked to provide the
balance of £120.
In the case of very small churches (Electoral Roll below 30) an additional subsidy will be given by the
Diocese of Oxford to halve the cost (ie the church only pay £60).
Following an audit, churches may apply to TOE2 for a grant of up to £5,000 to support any of the
recommended improvement works.
This grant scheme has been made possible
thanks to the support of: the Patsy Wood Trust,
the Beatrice Laing Trust and Charlie Laing.
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